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Grand marshal Sandra Lindsay, a health care worker who was the first person in the country to get a COVID-19 vaccine shot, waves to spectators as she leads 

marchers through the Financial District as confetti falls during a parade honoring essential workers for their efforts in getting New York City through the COVID-19 
pandemic, Wednesday, July 7, 2021, in New York. 
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*French-Caribbean cuisine 
*Outdoor seating 
*Live music 


Mon - Fri by MARISELA 
Thur - Sat by Jairo Saxophone 
*Early bird special from 5 till 7 


3. course menu including a glass of wine $32 
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AIRBNB / OTHER LOCATIONS 
WWW.COVIDARUBA.COM 


ei. : 
NOORD MEDICAL CENTER LOCATION, NOORD 63 Pa LAB 


_— 


he La S ROMANTIC DINNER UNDER THE IE STARS 





THURSDAY an At UP FRONT 
COVID-19 


eo > — 
y < 
=. Pe Wi 
; | ; 
6B 
J be 
sj 
he 


ain a 





fly 


/ NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED! | 








NEVV ints Crell etal ves) ee 
Result in 30 minutes! 


Antigen Test: $50 







_ 


PCR Test also available | 


= 4 


11 BYANA 





> | info@medcare.aw / www.medcare.aw 


As New York salutes health workers, Missouri fights a surge 


By HEATHER HOLLINSWORTH 
and DEEPTI HAJELA 
Associated Press 

New York held a_ ticker- 
tape parade Wednesday 
for the health care workers 
and others who helped the 
city pull through the dark- 
est days of COVID-19, while 
authorities in Missouri strug- 
gled to beat back a surge 
blamed on the fast-spread- 
ing delta variant and deep 
resistance to getting vacci- 
nated. 

The — split-screen images 
could be a glimpse of 
what public health experts 
say may lie ahead for the 
U.S. even as the economy 
opens up again and life 
gets back to something 
close to normal: outbreaks 
in corners of the country 
with low vaccination rates. 
“We've got a lot fo appre- 
ciate, because we're well 
Underway in our recovery,” 
declared New York Mayor 
Bill de Blasio, who rode on 
a parade float with hospi- 
tal employees down the 
Canyon of Heroes, the 
skyscraper-lined stretch 
of Broadway where astro- 
nauts, returning — soldiers 
and championshio teams 
are feted. 

In Missouri, meanwhile, the 
Springfield area has been 
hit so hard that one hospi- 
tal had to borrow ventila- 
tors over the Fourth of July 
weekend and begged on 
social media for helo from 
respiratory therapists, sev- 
eral of whom volunteered 
from other states. Members 
of a new federal “surge re- 
sponse team” also began 
arriving to help suppress the 
outbreak. 

Missouri not only leads the 
nation in new cases rela- 
tive to the population, it is 
also averaging 1,000 cases 
per day — about the same 
number as the entire North- 
east, including the big cities 
in New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania and Massa- 


chusetts. 
California, with 40 million 
people, is posting only 


one dose of the vaccine, 
compared with 55% of the 
U.S. population. Some rural 





“We try to Convince pEo- 
ole, but if is almost like 
you are talking a different 


— 


Participants on floats move up Broadway through the Financial District as confetti falls during a 
parade honoring essential workers for their efforts in getting New York City through the COVID-19 
pandemic, Wednesday, July 7, 2021, in New York. 


slightly higher case num- 
bers than Missouri, which 
has a population of 6 mil- 
lion. 

Northeastern states have 
seen cases, deaths and 
hospitalizations plummet to 
almost nothing amid wide- 
soread acceptance of the 
COVID-19 vaccine. 
Vermont has gone 26 days 
with new case numbers in 
single digits. In Maryland, 
the governor's office said 
every death recorded in 
June was in an unvaccinat- 
ed person. 

New York City, which was 
the lethal epicenter of the 
U.S. outbreak in the spring 
of 2020, when the number 
of dead peaked at over 
800 a day, regularly goes 
entire days with no report- 
ed deaths. 

The problem in Missouri, as 
health experts see it: Just 
45% of the state’s residents 
have received at least 


counties near Springfield 
have vaccination rates in 
the teens and 20s. 

At the same time, the delta 
variant is fast becoming 
the predominant strain in 
the state. Testing of waste- 
water shows It is soreading 
from rural areas into more 
oopulated places. 

Mercy Hospital Springfield 
reoorted Tuesday that it 
had more than 120 patients 
hospitalized with COVID-19 
— the highest total since 
the pandemic began. Sev- 
enteen people died in the 
latest two-week reporting 
period in the county that 
surrounds Springfield, the 
most since January. None 
were vaccinated, authori- 
ties sald. 

Erik Frederick, Mercy’s chief 
administrative officer, said 
staff members are frus- 
trated knowing that “this is 
oreventable this time” be- 
cause of the vaccine. 
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language,” he lamented. 
“There is no way they are 
going to get a vaccine. 
Their personal freedom is 
more important.” 

The Mercy system an- 
nounced Wednesday that 
it is requiring vaccinations 
among staff at the hospi- 
tal in Springfield, as well as 
at its 29 other hospitals and 
900 or so clinics in Kansas, 
Missouri, Oklahoma and 
Arkansas. It said about 75% 
of its more than 40,000 em- 
ployees are vaccinated. 
Missouri also never had a 
statewide mask mandate. 
The sentiment against gov- 
ernment intervention is so 
strong that Brian Steele, 
mayor of the Springfield 
suburb of Nixa, is facing a 
recall vote after imposing 
a mask rule, even though It 
has long since expired. 

At Springfield's other hospi- 
tal, Cox South, several pa- 
tients are in their 20s and 


30s, said Ashley Kimberling 
Casad, vice president of 
clinical services. She said 
she had been hopeful 
when she eyed the CO- 
VID-19 numbers in May as 
she prepared to return from 
maternity leave. 

“| really thought when | 
came back from maternity 
leave that, not that COVID 
would be gone, but that it 
would just be so manage- 
able. Then all of a sudden 
it started spiking,” she said, 
adding that nearly all the 
virus samples that the hos- 
pital is sending for testing 
are proving to be the delta 
variant. 

Citing the rise in cases, the 
Springfield school district 
reinstated its mask require- 
ment for its summer pro- 
gram starting Wednesday. 
The contrasting scenes in 
the U.S. came as the world- 
wide death toll from CO- 
VID-19 closed in on 4 mil- 
lion, by Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity’s count. COVID-19 
deaths nationwide are 
down to around 200 per 
day from a peak of over 
3,400 per day in January. 

In New York, those honored 
at the parade included 
nurses and doctors, emer- 
gency crews, bus drivers 
and train operators, teach- 
ers and utility workers. The 
crowds along the route 
were thin, in part because 
many businesses are still op- 
erating remotely. 

“What a difference a year 
makes,” said parade grand 
marshal Sandra Lindsay, a 
nurse who was the first per- 
son in the country to get a 
COVID-19 vaccine shot. 
“Fifteen months ago, we 
were in a much different 
place, but thanks to the 
heroic efforts of so many — 
health care workers, first re- 
soonders, front-line workers, 
the people who fed us, the 
people who put their lives 
on the line, we can’t thank 
them enough.”) 
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Biden: What's good for families can also be good for economy 


BUILD BACK 
SEIrIECR 


By ALEXANDRA JAFFE 
Associated Press 

CRYSTAL LAKE, Ill. (AP) — 
President Joe Biden pitched 
his proposed investments in 
families and education at 
an Illinois Community col- 
lege on Wednesday, fell- 
ing residents of the swing 
district that what’s good for 
families is also good for the 
economy. 

The president set out for the 
Chicago suburbs to bolster 
support for both his biparti- 
san infrastructure deal and 
Qa broader package that 
he expects will be passed 
with only Democratic 
votes. His message is one 
designed to resonate with 
suburban parents, college 
graduates and the work- 
ing poor — a coalition that 
was key to Biden's election 
win last year. “There's a lot 
of work ahead of us to finish 
the job, but we're going to 
get it done,” Biden said in 
a 30-minute soeech that he 
self-deprecatingly suggest- 
ed was boring but impor- 
tant. “We're going to rel- 
magine what our economy 
and our future could be.” 
Before the speech, Biden 
toured a metals lab aft the 
McHenry County College. 
His message was that any 
investments in manufac- 
turing, roads and bridges 
should be paired with fund- 
ing for child care, health 





President Joe Biden delivers remarks on infrastructure spending at McHenry County College, 


Wednesday, July 7, 2021, in Crystal Lake, Ill. 


care and education. 

The president listed details 
of the bipartisan infrastruc- 
ture deal, but the agree- 
ment constitutes only part 
of the $4 trillion in spend- 
ing Biden has proposed 
in a broader plan to re- 
invigorate the economy 
and boost the middle class. 
Republicans have warned 
that the tax increases 
on corporations and the 
wealthy needed to fund 
Biden’s ambitions will hurt 
the economy. 

Among Biden's proposals 


are two years of free com- 
munity college, universal 
orekindergarten and paid 
family and medical leave. 
He also seeks to extend the 
expansion in the child tax 
credit and the health care 
premium subsidies from the 
COVID-19 aid bill. 

Democrats plan to include 
much of this in a bill they 
hope to pass through a 
legislative maneuver that 
would require just a simple 
majority vote, skirting the 
60-vote hurdle in an evenly 
divided Senate. Biden has 


. é 
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said he would prefer that 
the two bills move through 
Congress together, and 
Democrats are hoping to 
make progress this month 
on both. 

The Biden administration 
promoted its agenda on 
multiple fronts Wednesday. 
First lady Jill Biden visited 
an elementary school in 
Washington to discuss how 
the trillions of dollars the 
president wants Congress 
to soend on families would 
pay for more affordable 
child care, preschool for all 


3- and 4-year-olds, larger 
salaries for teachers and 
modern school buildings 
with safe drinking water, 
along with more teachers 
of color and more nurses 
and counselors to help stu- 
dents with their emotional 
and other needs. 

“You and your students will 
continue to be one of our 
top priorities, not just in one 
legislative bill, but in every- 
thing we do,” she said dur- 
ing a speech to a virtual 
meeting of the American 
Federation of Teachers 
union. 

President Biden was greet- 
ed by Chicago Mayor Lori 
Lightfoot when he landed 
in Illinois and was met at 
the community college by 
Democratic Gov. J.B. Pritz- 
Ker; Illinois’ two Democratic 
senators, Dick Durbin and 
Tammy Duckworth; and 
Democratic Rep. Lauren 
Underwood, who_ repre- 
sents the district. 

Biden won. Illinois’ 14th 
Congressional District by 
about 2 percentage points 
in 2020, and Underwood 
won reelection by less than 
that. Hers is one of the top- 
targeted seats in the nation 
and is emblematic of the 
kind of district Democrats 
will need to hold onto in the 
2022 midterms if they hope 
to maintain control of the 
House.L} 





Trump files suit against Facebook, Twitter and YouTube 


By JILL COLVIN and MATT 
O'BRIEN 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — For- 
mer President Donald 
Trump has filed suit against 
three of the country’s big- 
gest tech companies, 
claiming he and other 
conservatives have been 
wrongfully censored. 
Trump announced the ac- 
tion against Facebook, 
Twitter and Google’s You- 
Tube, along with the com- 
panies’ CEOs, at a press 
conference in New Jersey 
on Wednesday. He was 
joined by other plaintiffs in 
the suits, which were filed in 
federal court in Miami. 
“We're demanding an end 
to the shadow-banning, a 
stop to the silencing and 
a stop to the blacklisting, 


banishing and canceling 
that you know so well,” he 
said. 

Under Section 230 of the 
1996 Communications De- 
cency Act, social media 
platforms are allowed to 
moderate their services by 
removing posts that, for in- 
stance, are obscene or vio- 
late the services’ own stan- 
dards, so long as they are 
acting in “good faith.” The 
law also generally exempts 
internet companies from li- 
ability for the material that 
Users post. 

But Trump and some other 
politicians have long ar- 
gued that Twitter, Face- 
book and other social me- 
dia platforms have abused 
that protection and should 
lose their immunity — or at 
least have to earn It by sat- 


isfying requirements set by 
the government. 

Trump was suspended from 
Twitter, Facebook and 
YouTube after his followers 
stormed the Capitol build- 
ing on Jan. 6. The compa- 
nies cited concerns that 
he would incite further vio- 
lence. Facebook, Google 
and Twitter all declined 
comment Wednesday. 

The suits argue that ban- 
ning or suspending Trump 
and the other plaintiffs is a 
violation of the First Amend- 
ment, despite the fact that 
the companies are private. 
The suit against Facebook 
and CEO Mark Zuckerberg 
says Facebook acted un- 
constitutionally when _ it 
removed Trump from the 
platform. Suits against Twit- 
ter and YouTube make sim- 


se 
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ne AO »* 
Former President Donald Trump imitates the shooting of a gun 
with his finger while talking about gun violence in Chicago 


as he speaks at Trump National Golf Club in Bedminster, N.J., 
Wednesday, July 7, 2021. 


ilar claims. All three ask the 
court to award unspecified 
damages, declare Séec- 
tion 230 unconstitutional 
and restore Trump's ac- 
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counts, along with those 
of the other plaintiffs - a 
handful of others who have 
all had posts or accounts 
removed._] 
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California to pay victims of forced, coerced sterilizations 


By ADAM BEAM 
Associated Press 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) 
— California is poised to 
approve reparations of 
Up to $25,000 to some of 
the thousands of people 
— some as young as 13 
— who were sterilized de- 
cades ago because the 
government deemed them 
unfit to have children. 

The payments will make 
California at least the third 
state — following Virginia 
and North Carolina — to 
compensate victims of the 
so-called eugenics move- 
ment that peaked in the 
1930s. Supporters of the 
movement believed ster- 
izing people with men- 
tal illnesses, physical dis- 
abilities and other traits 
they deemed undesirable 
would improve the human 
race. 

While California sterilized 
more than 20,000 people 
before its law was repealed 
in 1979, only a few hundred 
are still alive. The state has 
set aside $7.5 million for the 
reparations program, part 
of its $262.6 billion operat- 
ing budget that is awaiting 
Gov. Gavin Newsom's sig- 
nature. 

California's proposal — is 
Unique because it also 
would pay women the state 
coerced to get sterilized 
while they were in prison, 
some as recently as 2010. 





Stacy Cordova, whose aunt was a victim of California’s forced sterilization program that began in 
1909, holds a framed photo of her aunt Mary Franco, Monday, July 5, 2021, in Azusa, Calif. 
Associated Press 


First exposed by the Cen- 
ter for Investigative Report- 
ing in 2013, a subsequent 
audit found California ster- 
lized 144 women between 
2005 and 2013 with little or 
no evidence that officials 
counseled them or offered 
alternative treatment. 
While all of the women 
signed consent forms, offi- 
cials in 39 cases did not do 
everything that was legally 
required to obtain their per- 
mission. 

“We must address and 
face our horrific history,” 
said Lorena Garcia Zerme- 


no, policy and communi- 
cations coordinator for the 
advocacy group California 
Latinas for Reproductive 
Justice. “This isn’t some- 
thing that just happened in 
the past.” 

California's law was so 
prominent that it inspired 
similar practices in Nazi 
Germany, according to 
Paul Lombardo, a law pro- 
fessor at Georgia State Uni- 
versity and an expert on 
the eugenics movement. 
“The promise of eugenics 
at the very earliest is: ‘We 
could do away with all the 


state institutions — prisons, 
hospitals, asylums, orohan- 
ages,” Lombardo - said. 
“People who were in them 
just wouldn't be born after 
awhile if you sterilized all of 
their parents.” 

In California, victims in- 
clude Mary Franco, who 
was sterilized in 1934 when 
she was just 13. Paperwork 
described her as “feeble 
minded” because of “sexu- 
al deviance,” according to 
her niece, Stacy Cordova, 
who has researched her 
case. Cordova said Franco 
actually was molested by a 


neighbor. She said her fam- 
ily put Franco in an institu- 
tion to protect the family’s 
reputation. 

Cordova said her late aunt 
loved children and wanted 
to have a family. She mar- 
ried briefly when she was 
about 17, but Cordova said 
the marriage was annulled 
when the man discovered 
Franco couldn't have chil- 
dren. She lived a lonely life 
in a Mexican culture that 
revered big families, Cor- 
dova said. 

“| don’t know if if is justice. 
Money doesn’t pay for 
what happened to them. 
But it’s great to Know that 
this is being recognized,” 
said Cordova, who has 
advocated for the state to 
pay survivors. “For me, this is 
not about the money. This is 
about the memory.” 
Relatives like Cordova 
aren't eligible for the pay- 
ments, only direct victims 
are. 

Sterilizations in California 
prisons appear to date 
to 1999, when the state 
changed its policy for un- 
known reasons to include 
a sterilization procedure 
known as “tubal ligation” 
as part of inmates’ medi- 
cal care. Over the next 
decade, women reported 
they were coerced into 
this procedure, with some 
not fully understanding the 
ramifications. L} 





NYC mayoral primary winner Eric Adams: ‘I know how fo lead’ 


F 





In this Tuesday, June 22, 2021, file photo, mayoral candidate Eric 





oy 


Adams, center, speaks to supporters during his election night 


party in New York. 


By KAREN MATTHEWS 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Eric 
Adams, the winner of the 
Democratic primary — for 


Associated Press 


mayor of New York City, 
vowed Wednesday to 
guide the city to a new era 
of safety and prosperity. 

“New York is going to show 


America how to run cities,” 
Adams said on “CBS This 
Morning.” “Because | know 
how to run this city. | know 
how to lead.” 

Adams, the Brooklyn bor- 
ough president, bested a 
large Democratic field in 
New York's first major race 
to use ranked choice vot- 
ing. Results from the latest 
tabulations showed him 
leading former city sanita- 
tion commissioner Kathryn 
Garcia by 8,426 votes, or a 
little more than 1 percent- 
age point. 

The Associated Press called 
the race for Adams based 
on mail-in ballot results in 
the June 22 primary that 
were added to the vote 
count Tuesday. 

Garcia conceded Wednes- 


day and congratulated 
Adams as did Maya Wiley, 
a civil rights attorney who 
was in third place in the pri- 
mary vote tally. 

Adams will be the second 
Black mayor of the nation’s 
largest city if he wins the 
general election in Novem- 
ber. 

Adams, 60, is a moderate 
Democrat who opposed 
the “defund the police” 
movement while acknowl- 
edging the reality of abuse 
such as he himself faced as 
a teenager when he was 
beaten by officers. 

“| was arrested, | was as- 
saulted by police officers,” 
Adams said on CBS. “l 
didn’t say, ‘Woe is me.’ | 
said, ‘Why not me.’ | be- 
came a police officer. | un- 


derstand crime, and | also 
Understand police abuse, 
and | know how we can 
turn around not only New 
York, but America.” 

Asked what he would say 
to officers who are angry 
about calls to defund their 
departments, Adams said, 
“|! say to my officers, ‘If 
you don't want to be on 
the street any more, then 
get off my streets.’ | don't 
want to hear someone say, 
because they don’t like 
what government is doing, 
you're not going to protect 
my public. No.” 

He promised, “I’m going 
to have the finest officers. 
| will have their backs, but 
they're going to have the 
backs of the people of this 
city."L) 
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By MOLLY QUELL 
Associated Press 
AMSTERDAM (AP) — Euro- 
pean leaders expressed 
dismay, media rights ad- 
vocates demanded _ jus- 
tice and the Netherlands 
reeled in shock Wednes- 
day after a veteran Dutch 
crime reporter was shot in 
the head in downtown Am- 
sterdam following a TV ap- 
pearance. 

Peter R. de Vries, celebrat- 
ed for his courageous re- 
porting on the Dutch un- 
derworld, was fighting for 
his life in an Amsterdam 
hospital after the Tuesday 
night shooting. 

Two suspects remained 
in custody Wednesday, a 
35-year-old Polish citizen 
living in the Netherlands 
and a 21-year-old Dutch- 
man, while a third person 
detained Tuesday night 
was lef go, according to 
a Dutch police statement. 
Their first court appearance 
was scheduled for Friday. 
The motive for the attack 
was not disclosed. 

The shooting was seen as 
a national tragedy in the 
Netherlands, and dozens 
of people brought flowers 
to the scene of the attack, 
less than a block from the 
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Shooting of star Dutch reporter raises European concern 





In this Thursday Jan. 31, 2008 file photo, Dutch crime reporter 
Peter R. de Vries arrives for a live TV show in Amsterdam, 


Netherlands. 


capital's famous Rijksmuse- 
um. Some said it shook their 
sense of security and raised 
worries About respect for 
the rule of law. 

Dutch King Willem Alexan- 
der called the shooting “an 
attack on journalism, the 
cornerstone of our consti- 
tutional state and therefore 
also an attack on the rule 
of law.” 

It also struck a chord else- 


Associated Press 


where in Europe, where 
such brutal attacks on re- 
oorters are rare and where 
the killings of journalists in 
Slovakia and Malta in re- 
cent years raised concerns 
about reporters’ safety in 
developed, democratic 
societies. 

“We might disagree with 
a lot we see in our media, 
but we have to agree that 
journalists investigating po- 


tential abuses of power are 
not a threat but an asset to 
our democracies and our 
societies,” European Com- 
mission President Ursula von 
der Leyen told European 
Parliament lawmakers 
Wednesday. 

De Vries, 64, is the Nether- 
lands’ most prominent jour- 
nalist, vaulting to fame after 
he covered the kidnapping 
of a Heineken heir in 1983. 
He's a regular on evening 
news programs and has 
continued to break stories 
about the Dutch criminal 
underworld. He won an In- 
ternational Emmy in 2008 
for a television show about 
the disappearance of USS. 
teenager Natalee  Hollo- 
way while she was on holi- 
day in the Dutch Caribbe- 
an island of Aruba in 2005. 

“Yesterday our worst night- 
mare became reality,” de 
Vries’ son Royce tweeted 
on behalf of the family. 
“We as a family surround 
Peter with love and hope 
during this difficult phase. 
Much is still uncertain, but 
what is certain is that all ex- 
pressions of support from alll 
over the country now offer 
enormous support.” 

De Vries had long been 
considered a possible tar- 


get of the criminals he dog- 
gedly reported on. Police 
and prosecutors would not 
comment on whether he 
had police protection. 

De Vries had recently been 
acting as an adviser and 
confidant to a witness in a 
major trial of the alleged 
leader of a crime gang, 
Ridouan Taghi, who was 
extradited to the Nether- 
lands from Dubai in 2019. 
Taghi is currently in jail while 
he stands trial along with 16 
other suspects. 

Liam Bakker, an Amster- 
dam resident who _ lives 
near the site where de Vries 
was attacked, described 
hearing three or four shots 
and then rushing to see 
what happened. 

“We came out and saw 
him lying on the ground... 
bleeding,” Bakker said, still 
rattled the next day. 

He was among those pay- 
ing homage at the im- 
promptu = memorial _ site 
Wednesday on a quiet, 
brick-lined street. A student 
from the nearby Univer- 
sity of Amsterdam called it 
“horrible.” Another wom- 
an, two generations older, 
set down a bouquet of 
sunflowers saying, “It's a 
shame, it’s terrible.”} 





UK court allows U.S. to appeal denial of Assange’s extradition 


By JILL LAWLESS 

Associated Press 

LONDON (AP) — Britain's 
High Court has granted the 
U.S. government permission 
to appeal a decision that 
WikiLeaks founder Julian 


Assange cannot be sent to 
the United States to face 


espionage charges. 

The judicial office said 
Wednesday that the ap- 
peal had been granted 
and the case would be 
listed for a High Court hear- 
ing. No date has been set. 
In January, a lower court 
judge refused an American 
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In this Friday May 19, 2017 file photo, Julian Assange greets 
supporters outside the Ecuadorian embassy in London. 


Associated Press 


request to send Assange 
to the U.S. fo face spying 
charges over Wikileaks’ 
oublication of secret milli- 
tary documents a decade 
ago. District Judge Vanes- 
sa Baraitser denied extradi- 
tion on health grounds, say- 
ing Assange was likely fo kill 
himself if held under harsh 
U.S. prison conditions. 

The judge ordered that 
Assange must remain in 
prison during any potential 
U.S. appeal, ruling that the 
Australian citizen “has an 
incentive to abscond” if he 
were freed. 

Assange, 50, has been in 
London’ high-security Bel- 
marsh Prison since he was 
arrested in April 2019 for 
skipping bail seven years 
earlier during a separate 
legal battle. 

Assange spent seven years 
holed up inside Ecuador's 
London embassy, where 
he fled in 2012 to avoid 


extradition to Sweden to 
face allegations of rape 
and sexual assault. Sweden 
dropped the sex crimes in- 
vestigations in November 
2019 because so much 
time had elapsed. 

U.S. prosecutors have _in- 
dicted Assange on 17 es- 
plonage charges and one 
charge of computer misuse 
over WikiLeaks’ publication 
of thousands of leaked miili- 
tary and diplomatic docu- 
ments. The charges carry a 
maximum sentence of 175 
years in prison. 

The prosecutors say As- 
sange unlawfully heloed 
U.S. Army intelligence ana- 
lyst Chelsea Manning steal 
classified diplomatic ca- 
bles and military files that 
WikiLeaks later published. 
Lawyers for Assange ar- 
gue that he was acting as 
Q journalist and is entitled 
to First Amendment free- 
dom of speech protections 


for publishing documents 
that exposed U.S. military 
wrongdoing in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Assange’s fi- 
ancee, Stella Moris, urged 
U.S. President Joe Biden on 
Wednesday to drop the 
prosecution launched un- 
der his predecessor, Donald 
Trump. Moris, who has two 
young sons with Assange, 
said outside the High Court 
that the WikiLeaks founder 
was “very unwell” in prison. 
“He won his case in Janu- 
ary. Why is he even in pris- 
one” she said. “I’m appeal- 
ing to the Biden administra- 
tion to do the right thing. 
This appeal was taken two 
days before the Trump ad- 
ministration left office, and 
if the Biden administration 
is serious about respect- 
ing the rule of law, the First 
Amendment and defend- 
ing global press freedom, 
the only thing if can do is 
drop this case.) 
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UK bases on Cyprus boost fight Saenin migrant smugglers 


By MENELAOS HADJICOSTIS 
Associated Press 
PERGAMOS, Cyprus (AP) — 
Authorities at a British mili- 
tary base on Cyprus have 
hired 50% more customs of- 
ficers and procured detec- 
tion equipment to better 
thwart illegal immigration 
from the breakaway north 
of the ethnically split island. 
The addition of 24 new of- 
ficers and four SUVs — two 
with thermal imaging cam- 
eras — allows authorities 
to patrol around-the-clock 
along a 45-kilometer (28- 
mile) boundary, Customs 
and Immigration Chief 
Adam Chatfield said. 

More migrants have arrived 
on Cyprus without authori- 
zation in recent years. In 
2018, authorities located 
17 people trying to cross in 
six Instances. That jumped 
to 33 people in 16 cross- 
ing attempts a year later, 
while 67 people were inter- 
cepted in nine attempted 
crossings last year. Cyprus 
was cleft along ethnic lines 
in 1974 when Turkey invad- 
ed following a coup aimed 
at union with Greece. The 
breakaway Turkish Cypriot 
north declared indepen- 
dence nearly a decade 
later, but only Turkey rec- 
ognizes it. Turkey also main- 
tains more than 35,000 
troops in northern Cyprus. 





A British police officer controls a drone with cameras within the British military base, between 
Greek Cypriot, south, and Turkish Cypriots, north, near Dhekelia military base, in Cyprus, Tuesday, 


July 6, 2021. 


A buffer zone controlled by 
U.N. peacekeepers sepa- 
rates the north from the 
Greek Cypriot south where 
the island’s internationally 
recognized government is 
seated. Although Cyprus 
is @ European Union mem- 
ber, only the southern part 
enjoys the bloc’s full ben- 
efits. 

The EU Is boosting the role of 
its border guard and ramp- 
INg Up security and survell- 
lance along its eastern 


borders, including nearby 
Greece where authorities 
have extended a border 
wall facing Turkey and set 
Up high-tech observation 
towers. Dhekelia Garrison, 
one of two military bases 
that the U.K. retained after 
Cyprus gained indepen- 
dence from British colonial 
rule in 1960, directly abuts 
the north along a corridor 
of farmland, abandoned 
homes and fields that of- 
fers secluded routes for 


Associated Press 


smugglers, or for migrants 
To cross. There’s not even a 
fence to separate the base 
from the north. 

Chatfield told The Associat- 
ed Press that migrants are 
intercepted in groups of 10 
to 20 at an average rate of 
once a month. The over- 
whelming majority now are 
Syrian men seeking asylum 
in the south. 

About 5 million Syrians have 
fled their country during a 
10-year conflict that has 
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killed about half a million 
people. Many more have 
been displaced inside Syr- 
id. 

Authorities on the base in 
Cyprus have an agree- 
ment with the government 
to transfer asylum-seekers 
to the south where their 
claims are processed. 
Chatfield said arrange- 
ments are made fo return 
those who don't apply for 
asylum fo the north. 
Chatfield said an interna- 
tional network of smugglers 
charges $5,000 per person 
to slid migrants through into 
the south. 

“Some come soaking wet 
straight from the boat with 
nothing but the clothes on 
their back,” he said. “De- 
tecting traffickers is a key 
oriority for us and we'll con- 
tinue To do so.” 

Cyprus has accused Turkey 
of deliberately channeling 
migrants in from the north, 
and has asked the EU’s bor- 
der agency Frontex to step 
in and help. 

The government says_ its 
ability to host more mi- 
grants has been stretched 
beyond its limits, and also 
wants the EU to manage 
the arrival of Syrians — el- 
ther directly from Syria or 
from Lebanon or Turkey, in- 
cluding relocating them to 
other EU states. 





Israel again demolishes 


By LAURIE KELLMAN 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel on 
Wednesday demolished 
the Bedouin herding com- 
munity of Khirbet Humsu in 
the occupied West Bank, 
the latest chapter in the 
military's attempts to up- 
root the Palestinian village 
of makeshift homes. 

At least 65 people, includ- 
ing 35 children, were dis- 
placed, said Christopher 
Holt of the West Bank Pro- 
tection Consortium, a 
group of international aid 
agencies supported by the 
European Union that is as- 
sisting the residents. 

The demolitions left the vil- 
lagers, who earn their live- 
linood primarily by herding 
some 4,000 sheep, home- 
less for at least the fifth time 
in the past year. The EU in 


the past has helped resi- 
dents rebuild after previous 
demolitions. 

Holt, who was in the area, 
said the army arrived with- 
out warming at 9 a.m., 


asked the residents to 
move, and when they re- 
fused, began _ flattening 
the makeshift homes. “It’s 
a very serious escalation,” 
he said. The Israeli govern- 





In this Feb. 3, 2021, file, photo, Palestinian Bedouin watch Israeli 
troops demolish tents and other structures of the Khirbet Humsu 
hamlet in Jordan Valley in the West Bank. 


Associated Press 


ment, now run by a codli- 
tion headed by Prime Minis- 
ter Naftali Bennett, says the 
village was built illegally in 
the middle of a military fir- 
ing range. But Palestinians 
say it is nearly impossible to 
receive building permits in 
Israeli-controlled _ territory, 
and human rights groups 
accuse Israel of stifling Pal- 
estinian develooment to 
make way for Israeli needs. 
Just a few kilometers (miles) 
away on either side are two 
large Jewish farming settle- 
ments, with greenhouses, 
animal enclosures and irri- 
gated fields. 

An Israeli security official 
said the government has 
carried out months of dis- 
cussions with — residents 
and offered an alternative 
site nearby. The official, 
who was not authorized 


Palestinian village in West Bank 


to soeak publicly, said the 
offer for the new location 
stands. 

Holt said the residents had 
no warning and say they 
have nowhere else to go 
in the sweltering heat. Min- 
Utes after the last demoli- 
tion in February, residents 
got to work repairing their 
fences in hopes of gather- 
ing their sheep before dark. 
Israel captured the West 
Bank in the 1967 Mideast 
war, and the Palestinians 
want it to form the main 
part of their future state. 
Perched on the _ rolling 
highlands above the Jor- 
dan Valley, Khirbet Humsu 
is part of the 60% of the 
West Bank known as Area 
C, which is under full Israeli 
control as part of interim 
peace agreements from 
the 1990s.LJ 
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By EVENS SANON and 
DANICA COTO 

Associated Press 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 
— Gunmen. assassinated 
Haitian President Jovenel 
Moise and wounded his 
wife in their home early 
Wednesday, inflicting more 
chaos on the Caribbean 
country that was already 
enduring gang violence, 
soaring inflation and pro- 
tests by opposition sup- 
porters who accused the 
leader of increasing au- 
thoritarianism. Interim Prime 
Minister Claude Joseph, 
who confirmed the killing, 
said the police and military 
were in control of security in 
Haiti, the poorest country in 
the Americas where a his- 
tory of dictatorship and po- 
litical Upheaval have long 
stymied the consolidation 
of democratic rule. 

Despite Joseph's assuranc- 
es that order would prevail, 
there was confusion about 
who should take control 
and widespread anxiety 
among Haitians. Authorities 
declared a "state of siege" 
in the country and closed 
the international airport. 
The normally bustling 
streets of the capital, Port- 
au-Prince, were empty and 
quiet Wednesday. Sporad- 
ic gunshots were heard in 
the distance, public trans- 
portation was scarce, and 
some people searched 
for businesses that were 
open to food and water. 
Businesses had been ran- 
sacked in one area earlier. 
Bocchit Edmond, the Hai- 
tian ambassador to the 
United States, said the aft- 
tack on the 53-year-old 
Motse was carried out by 
“well-trained professional 
commandos" and "foreign 
mercenaries’ who were 
masquerading as agents of 
the U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration. 

Moise's wife, Martine, was 
in stable but critical condi- 
tion and efforts were under 
way to move her to Miami 
for treatment, Edmond said 
in Washington. 

Haiti has asked the USS. 
government for assistance 
with the investigation, he 
said, adding that the assas- 
sins Could have escaped 
over the land border to the 
Dominican Republic or by 
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Haiti in upheaval: President Moise assassinated at home 





In this April 7, 2018, file photo, Haiti's President Jovenel Moise, center, leaves the museum during a 
ceremony marking the 215th anniversary of revolutionary hero Toussaint Louverture's death, at the 
National Pantheon museum in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. 


sea. "We know for sure that 
if they are not currently 
in Haiti," he said, refusing 
to comment on who they 
were. 

Haiti appeared to be 
heading for fresh volatfil- 
ity ahead of general elec- 
tions later this year. Moise 
had been ruling by decree 
for more than a year after 
failing to hold elections, 
and the opposition de- 
manded he step down in 
recent months, saying he 
was leading If toward yet 
another grim period of au- 
thoritarianism. 

Joseph said the heav- 
ily armed gunmen spoke 
Spanish or English, but he 
gave no details on the at- 
tack. 

It was a testament to Hai- 
ti's fragile political situation 
that Joseph, who was only 
supposed to be prime min- 
ster temporarily, finds him- 
self in charge. Joseoh was 
considered a protege of 
Moise, and it was not clear 
how the opposition would 
react to his taking power. 
Andre Michel, one of Haiti's 
top opposition leaders, did 
not return messages re- 
questing comment. 

But Haiti aqopears to have 
few other options avail- 
able. The Supreme Court's 
chief justice, who might be 
expected to helo provide 
stability in a crisis, died re- 
cently of COVID-19. 


Joseph is likely to lead Haiti 
for now, though that could 
change in a nation where 
constitutional provisions 
have been erratically ob- 
served, said Alex Dupuy, a 
Haiti-born sociologist who 
teaches at Wesleyan Uni- 
versity in the United States. 
The best scenario would be 
for the acting prime minis- 
ter and opposition parties 
to come together and hold 
elections, Dupuy said. 

"But, in Haiti, nothing can 
be taken for granted. It 
depends how the current 
balance of forces in Haiti 
plays out," said the aca- 
demic, who described the 
situation as dangerous and 
volatile. Haiti's police force 
is already grappling with a 
recent spike in violence in 
Port-au-Prince that has dis- 
placed more than 14,700 
people, he said. 

Former President Michel 
Martelly, whom Moise suc- 
ceeded, called the assas- 
sination "a hard blow for 
our country and for Haitian 
democracy, which is strug- 
gling to find its way." 
Joseph condemned the 
president's killing as a "hate- 
ful, iInnumane and barbaric 
act." 

“The country's security situ- 
ation is under the control 
of the National Police of 
Haiti and the Armed Forces 
of Haiti," Joseph said in a 
statement from his office. 


Associated Press 


“Democracy and the re- 
oublic will win." 

The White House described 
the attack as "horrific" and 
"tragic" and said it was still 
gathering information to 
brief President Joe Biden, 
sookesperson Jen Psaki 
said on MSNBC. 
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‘The message to the peo- 
ole of Haiti is this is a tragic 
tragedy," she during a pre- 
viously scheduled interview 
on CNN. "And we stand 
ready and stand by them 
to provide any assistance 
that's needed." 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres also con- 
demned the assassination 
"in the strongest terms" and 
stressed that ‘the perpe- 
trators of this crime must 
be brought to justice," U.N. 
spokesman Stephane Du- 
jarric said. 

A resident who lives near 
the president's home said 
she heard the attack. 

‘| thought there was an 
earthquake, there was so 
much shooting," said the 
woman who spoke on 
condition of anonymity be- 
cause she fears for her life. 
"The president had prob- 
lems with many people, 
but this is not how we ex- 
pected him to die. This is 
something | wouldn't wish 
on any Haitian." 

The U.S. Embassy in Haiti 
said it was restricting U.S. 
staff to its compounds and 
that the embassy would be 
closed Wednesday.'L} 
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Medlab Aruba ‘tit-2-fly’: 
Covid-19 ah on the lsland 


NOORD — While on va- 
cation, the last thing you 
need to worry about is 
what to do or where to 
go for your COVID-19 
testing. Many countries, 
including the U.S. require 
for all passengers head- 
ing back home to pres- 
ent with a negative test 
result for PCR or Antigen 
72 hours prior to depar- 
ture. 


MEDLAB Aruba is an ac- 
credited ISO 15189:2012 
OGA-LE 23-08 laboratory 
with over 30 years of expe- 
rience on the island. The 
laboratory complies with 
the Department of Public 
Health of Aruba, and the 
Centers for Disease Con- 
trol and Prevention (CDC) 
requirements for COVID 
-19 testing. MEDLAB Aruba 
has been assigned as one 
of the private laboratories 
authorized to perform “Fit- 


P| te AY 
‘Blu Us 





2-Fly” testing for departing 
passengers. 


The laboratory has invested 
on the only fully integrated 
digital booking platform 
on the island that allows 
guests to pre-register for 





ee ie 


Aru ba = 

















the testing prior to coming 
to Aruba and have all their 
information incoroorated 
Upon entry to any of the 
available testing centers. 
Guests will receive a confir- 
mation email with QR-code 
that will be requested upon 
day of testing to facilitate a 
faster turn-around time for 
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your results. 


Offering three method of 
testing gives you, our island 
visitors, the possibility to 
choose which service Is at 
your convenience. Recom- 
mended time to complete 
test prior to departure is 48 
(72) hours. We also request 
for you to bring your pass- 
port to the appointment. 
Testing Option 1: Walk- 
IN service at our location 
in Noord Medical Center 
(NMC), Noord 63 or at Su- 
perfood COVID Testing 
Center. You may also book 
online at WWW.COVIDA- 
RUBA.COM and choose 
location. 

Testing Option 2: On-site at 
participating hotels. Only 
guests staying on these 
properties will be allowed 
to conduct the test. Ap- 
pointment is also made 
online at WWW.COVIDA- 
RUBA.COM. 
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The participating hotels 
with testing facilities are 
Aruba Marriott Resort (Stel- 
laris, Ocean and Surf Club), 
Holiday Inn, Playa Linda 
Beach Resort, RIU Antillas, 
RIU Palace, Eagle Resort, 
Costa Linda Beach Resort, 
Bucuti & Tara Beach Re- 
sort, Manchebo Beach Re- 
sort, Casa del Mar & Aruba 
Beach Club, Caribbean 
Palm Village. 

Testing Option 3: Aironb/ 
Other hotel location. We 
come to you for the test 
together with our vehicular 
Mobile Health Test Unit. We 
require a minimum of six 
oeople for this service. Re- 
quest/ Book appointment 
through WhatsApp number 
#297 5775546. 


Offering a great rate for 
the testing. The Antigen 
test is at $50 and the PCR 
at $100. Payment method 
is card (preferred), cash 
(hygiene measures). 

The COVID Test is not cov- 
ered by the Aruba Visitor's 
Insurance, buf you are 
able to seek reimburse- 
ment once back home. 


Turn-around time for results 
is within 24 hours. Result is 
sent electronically to your 
email (check soam/ junk 
folder) 


For more information visit 
www.covidaruba.com, 
Call, US: al +297 5975546 
or email us at covid@lab. 
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Aruba to me... 


You are back and we would like to portrait you! By invit- 
ing you to send us your favorite vacation picture while 
enjoying our Happy Island. 










at 
















Semipleie ime semenee = AIUse ie ie Ise send your “* 
picture with that text (including your name and where “_ 
you are from) to: news@arubatoday.com and we will 
oublish your vacation memory. Isn’t that a special way 
to keep your best moments alive? Please do note: By 
submitting photos, text or any other materials, you give 
Horizon Europe information meeting 
The EU research and Innovation . 
programme 2021-2027 permission to The Aruba Today Newspa- 
per, Caribbean Speed Printers and any For today's newspaper we received 
of its affiliated companies to use said ma- a great picture from Nancy Lang 
ORANJESTAD - The De- por mele. __ienmaren, terials, as well as names, likeness, etc. for from Haverhil, MA 
partment of Economic Peas Oe” as oromotional purposes without compensa- 
Affairs, Trade and Indus- Mr. Humphrey Vrolijk far Sete! 
try (DEACI) informs about Department of Economics, : 

; ; ; Trade and Industry Last but not least: check out our website, Aruba to me is all the wonderful 
an information meeting LG Smith Blvd. 160 2nd floor Instagram and Facebook page! Thank people that make your stay mem- 
about Horizon Europe, Oranjestad, Aruba. you for supporting our free newspaper, orable to come back again and 
the new program for sci- E-mail. H.vroliik@deaci.aw we strive to make you a happy reader ev- again”. 
ence and innovation of Tel: 5212413 ery day again. 


the European Union. 


It will also be Horizon 
Europe's official launch 
event for Latin Ameri- 
can and Caribbean 
(LAC) countries. The in- 
formation session — will 


Everyday triple points Totally sanitized table and chips. 
take place on Thursday 


ORCHID CASINO 


ime. The event wil be _ Located in the Riu Antillas (formerly the Westin) 
Lei © welcomes you to RESERVE YOUR OWN PRIVATE TABLE 
be held in Engish with for you and your party. 


and will not be record- 
simultaneous translation 
INto Spanish. 

Horizon Europe is the 
new EU funding program 
of the European Com- 
mission with a budget of 
95.5 billion euros. If runs 


from 2021 to 2027. These 
are grants awarded fol- 


owing a tender and re- Baas RESERVE your Private Table 

ating to scientific an — | 

innovative projects, as Call 595 7iid ext.209 
to make a reservation. 


well as tackling global 








challenges. The aim Is 
to create high-level em- 
ployment and improve 
the quality of life.) 
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You can follow the in- 
formation session on the 
YouTube channel at the 
following link: https:// 
www.youtube.com / 
watchev=RxXehTzwO0ioQ 
To register go to: https:// 
euconf-eu.z0oom.us/we- 
binar/register/WN_oZEX- 
vVXKpTxCplweOs-exjg 
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WILLEMSTAD, CURACAO — This last year has provided a number of challenges for the 
Protected Area Management Organizations of the Dutch Caribbean. These parks have 
not only had to withstand increased pressures of climate change and deteriorating en- 
vironmental conditions but also the economic challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The severely underfunded parks almost did not survive the COVID crisis. The Dutch Ca- 
ribbean Nature Alliance (DCNA) is looking to hire a staff member, generously funded by 
BirdLife Netherlands, to focus on increasing fundraising capacity for Dutch Caribbean 
biodiversity conservation. The protection of natural areas is crucial for the sustainable 
economic development of the islands to recover from the pandemic and to withstand 
the impacts of climate change. 


Experience 
Excellence 
at lee us 


Exe 
nae nbbhbean me 

confemporary spac =ne 

and ine Julge ein au 

cunine & an extensive seafood 


buffet, Now open for break 


AQUARIUS al 
- 





- 











4DYANG 


eh. 


T: 


New Vacancy Opportunity at 
DCNA Secretariat- 


Increasing Fundraising 
Capacity for Dutch 
Caribbean Biodiversity 
Conservation 


The Protected Area Management Organizations of the 
Dutch Caribbean play a vital role in designing, imple- 
menting and managing nature conservation efforts. Due 
to COVID-19, all Protected Area Management Organiza- 
tions in the Dutch Caribbean have seen both a significant 
drop in income due to the disappearance of user fees, 
but also due to the non-consideration by local, national, 
and kingdom governments on structural funding for the 
execution of their critical conservation work. This has re- 
sulted in the real possibility of Protected Area Manage- 
ment Organizations having to scale back or cease op- 
erations. 


The protection of natural areas and the associated criti- 
cal ecosystems and habitats are crucial for the sustain- 
able economic development of the islands, especially 
considering the severe economic impact the pandemic 
has had on communities at the highest risk of climate 
change impacts within the Dutch Kingdom. 


The DCNA conservation network, provides support to the 
Protected Area Management Organizations on all six Is- 
lands of the Dutch Caribbean: Aruba National Parks Foun- 
dation, STINAPA Bonaire, CARMABI Curacao, STENAPA 
St. Eustatius, the Saba Conservation Foundation and the 
Sint Maarten Nature Foundation. Organizations, including 
DCNA, have been able to provide emergency funding 
through DCNA's Conservation Trust Fund to the parks to 
survive the COVID-19 pandemic. But this is only enough to 
provide operational support in the short term. DCNA also 
created a Fundraising Committee to help bridge finan- 
cial gaps. However, there is a need for a dedicated staff 
member to execute and coordinate fundraising activi- 
ties as outlined by the Fundraising Committee. The parks 
require long-term, consistent funding to ensure they are 
able to plan for and enact critical conservation strategies 
for years to come. 


Fortunately, BirdLife Netherlands has generously agreed 
to fund a position at the DCNA Secretariat to focus on 
building funding capacity for biodiversity conservation 
within the Dutch Caribbean. This individual will work with- 
in the DCNA Secretariat as the Senior Fundraising Officer 
and will be responsible for developing sustainable fund- 
ing solutions for these parks. The new staff member indi- 
vidual will have the unique opportunity of designing and 
implementing a network of support, integrating stake- 
holders, donors and policy makers together. 


The vacancy announcement is expected to be published 
soon. All interested applicants should follow along on DC- 
NA’s social media accounts (Facebook, Instagram) and 
website httos://dcnanature.org/news/) for updates on 
the position as they are made available.L) 
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ls Thursday the new Monday? Flexible working is in flux 


By ALEXANDRA OLSON 

AP Business Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Last 
year, companies around 
the U.S. scrambled to figure 
out how to shut down their 
offices and set up their em- 
ployees for remote work as 
the COVID-19 virus sudden- 
ly bore down on the world. 
Now, in a@ mirror image, 
they are scrambling to fig- 
ure out how to bring many 
of those employees back. 
Most companies are pro- 
ceeding cautiously, trying 
to navigate declining CO- 
VID-19 infections against 
a potential backlash by 
workers who are not ready 
to return. 

Tensions have spilled into 
the public at a few compoa- 
nies where some staff have 
organized petitions or even 
walkouts to protest being 
recalled to the office. 
Many workers in high de- 
mand fields, such as tech 
or customer service, have 
options amid a rise in job 
postings promising  ‘re- 
mote work" — an alluring 
orosoect for people who 
moved during the pan- 
demic to be closer to fam- 
ily or in search of more af- 
fordable cities. 

"A lot of people have re- 
located and don't want 
to come back, " said Chris 
Riccobono, the CEO of Un- 
tuckit LLC, a casual men's 
clothing company. 

"There's a lot of crazy stuff 
that is a big day-to-day 
pain point." 

Riccobono said he can't 
wait to get his 100 corpo- 
rate staffers back to the 
office in Manhattan's Soho 
neighborhood because he 
believes that productivity 
and morale are higher that 
way. 

Starting in September, the 
company will require those 
employees to report to the 
office Mondays, Wednes- 
days and Thursdays on the 
hope that the flexibility of a 
"hybrid" schedule will keep 
everyone happy. 

Many others are similarly 
introducing a gradual re- 
turn. Companies like Ama- 
Zon and automakers Ford 
and General Motors have 
promised to adopt a hybrid 
approach permanently for 
their office staff, resoond- 
ing to internal and public 


surveys showing an over- 
whelming preference for 
work-from-home options. 

But implementing a hy- 


brid workplace can be a 
headache, from identifying 
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commute in New York. 


which roles are most con- 
ducive to remote work to 
deciding which days of the 
week employees need to 
be in the office. 

There are client meetings 
to consider. And some busi- 
ness leaders argue newer 
employees need more 
face-time as they begin 
their careers or start new at 
at company. 

“Thursday is the new Mon- 
day," according to Sales- 
force, a San _ Francisco- 
based technology | firm, 
which found that Thursday 
was the most popular day 
for employees to report to 
the office when the com- 
pany reopened its Sydney 
offices back in August. 
Riccobono, on the other 
hand, insists employees 
show up on Mondays to 
get organized and set the 
tone for the week. Like 
many employers, however, 
he acknowledges he is still 
figuring things out as he 
navigates uncharted fterri- 
Tory. 

"We will revisit in January, " 
he said. "We will see how it 
WOrks." 

Across the country, office 
buildings in the top 10 USS. 
cities had an average oc- 


Ccupancy rate of about 32% 
in late June, according to 
estimates from Kastle Sys- 
tems a security Company 
that monitors access-card 
wipes at some 2,600 build- 


ings. In Manhattan, just 12% 
of office employees had 
returned as of late May, ac- 
cording to the latest survey 
by the Partnership for New 
York City, a non-profit orga- 
nization of major business 
leaders and employers. 
Romina Rugova, an ex- 
ecutive at fashion brand 
Mansur Gavriel, enjoyed 
the tranquility as she sat on 
a riverside bench in lower 
Manhattan after a rare 
day back at the office for 
a meet-and-greet with the 
company's newly hired 
head of e-commerce. 

A mother of two, Rugova 
had mixed feelings about 
returning to the office. 
Seeing colleagues in per- 
son after so long was in- 
vigorating, and she did not 
always enjoy blurring her 
family and professional life. 
‘The challenge is you have 
to be three people aft the 
same Time. 

You have to be a profes- 
sional, you have to be a 
cook, you have to be a 
cleaner, you have to be a 
mom," Rugova said. "Being 
in the office after a while 
was so nice and refreshing. 
It's completely different ex- 
perience, you don't realize 


it." 

But she doesn't want to 
completely give up the 
three hours of extra time 
she saves without the com- 
mute. 
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Many of her colleagues 
feel the same way, so Man- 
sur Gavriel will likely imple- 
ment a flexible policy when 
most of its 40 employees 
return to the office after La- 
bor Day. 

"We are still figuring if out," 
RUgOva said. 

While most employers will 
accelerate their return-to- 
office plans over the sum- 
mer, nearly 40% of office 
employees will still be work- 
ing remotely in September, 
according to the Partner- 
ship for New York City's sur- 
vey. 

The trend has raised con- 
cerns about an unequal 
economic recovery, given 
that working remotely is an 
option available to a privi- 
leged few. 

Only about 15% of workers 
teleworked because of the 
pandemic in June, accord- 
ing the U.S. Department of 
Labor's monthly jobs report. 
Most work jobs at restau- 
rants, schools, hospitals, 
factories and other places 
that require them to show 
Up IN person. 

Some of large investment 
banks, which are top em- 
ployers and office space 
tenants in New York City, 


are leading the push to 
bring employees back, tak- 
ing a hardline approach in 
comparison with tech gGi- 
ants that have rolled out 
generous remote work poli- 
cies. 

Morgan Stanley CEO James 
Gorman said at a confer- 
ence earlier this month that 
he would "be very disap- 
pointed if people haven't 
found their way into the of- 
fice" by Labor Day. 

‘If you can go a restau- 
rant in New York City, you 
can come into the office," 
Gorman said, though he 
acknowledged that there 
should be flexibility for 
parents still struggling with 
childcare logistics that fell 
apart during the pandem- 
ic. 

Gorman also made clear 
that he was not open to 
the "work from anywhere" 
mentality that some com- 
panies have adopted, say- 
ing employees who want 
to earn New York City sala- 
ries should work in the city. 
The CEOs of JPMorgan 
Chase and Goldman Sachs 
have made similar com- 
ments, sparking furious de- 
bate about whether they 
would push employees out 
the door. 

It remains to be seen how 
deeply remote work poli- 
cies will influence recruit- 
ment and retention. But 
professionals looking for 
flexibility are finding they 
have options. 

Brecia Young, a data ana- 
lytics scientist and mother 
of a 11-year-old child, had 
choices when she was 
looking to switch jobs from 
a small Chicago firm. 

She accepted an offer 
from Seattle-based real es- 
tate company Zillow in part 
because the company 
allowed her to work from 
home and stay in Chicago, 
where she and her hus- 
band have relatives to help 
with child care. 

"Moving to the West Coast 
was on the table but it 
would have been a real 
hardship," said Young, add- 
ing that her husband also 
would have had to look for 
a new job. "| love the time 
savings just in terms of the 
commute. It's like 90 min- 
utes of saved time that | 
can repurpose.") 
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Wildlife, air quality at risk as Great Salt 
Lake nears low 


By LINDSAY WHITEHURST 
Associated Press 

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — The 
silvery blue waters of the 
Great Salt Lake sprawl 
across the Utah desert, hav- 
ing covered an area nearly 
the size of Delaware for 
much of history. For years, 
though, the largest natural 
lake west of the Mississippi 
River has been. shrinking. 
And a drought gripping 
the American West could 
make this year the worst 
yet. 

The receding water is al- 
ready affecting the nest- 
ing spot of pelicans that 
are among the millions of 
birds dependent on the 
lake. Sailboats have been 
hoisted out of the water 
to keep them from getting 
stuck in the mud. More dry 
lakebed geiting exposed 
could send arsenic-laced 
dust into the air that millions 
breathe. 

"A lot us have been talking 
about the lake as flatlining,” 
said Lynn de Freitas, execu- 
tive director of Friends of 
the Great Salt Lake. 

The lake's levels are ex- 
pected to hit a 1/70-year 
low this year. If comes as 
the drought has the USS. 
West bracing for a brutal 
wildfire season and coping 
with already low reservoirs. 
Utah Gov. Spencer Cox, a 
Republican, has begged 
people fo cut back on 
lawn watering and "pray 
for rain." 

For the Great Salt Lake, 
though, it is only the latest 
challenge. People for years 
have been diverting water 
from rivers that flow into the 
lake fo water crops and 
supply homes. Because 
the lake is shallow — about 
35 feet (11 meters) at Its 
deepest point — less water 
quickly translates to reced- 
ing shorelines. 

The water that remains 
stretches across a chunk 
of northern Utah, with high- 
ways on one end and re- 
mote land on the other. A 
resort — long since closed 
— once drew sunbathers 
who would float like corks 
in the extra salty waters. 
Picnic tables once a quick 
stroll from the shore are now 
a 10-minute walk away. 


Robert Atkinson, 91, re- 
members that resort and 
the feeling of weightless- 


ness in the water. When 
he returned this year to fly 
over the lake in a motor- 
ized paraglider, he found it 
changed. 

‘Its much shallower than | 
would have expected it to 
be," he said. 

The waves have been re- 
placed by dry, gravelly 
lakebed thats grown to 
750 square miles (1,942 
square kilometers). Winds 
can whip up dust from the 
dry lakebed that is laced 
with naturally occurring 
arsenic, said Kevin Perry, 
a University of Utah atmo- 
spheric scientist. 

It blows through a region 
that already has some of 
the dirtiest wintertime air 
in the country because of 
seasonal geographic con- 
ditions that trap pollution 
between the mountains. 
Perry warns of what hap- 
pened Ol California's 
Owens Lake, which was 
bumped dry to feed thirsty 
Los Angeles and created a 
dust bowl that cost millions 
of dollars to tamp down. 
The Great Salt Lake is much 
larger and closer to d pop- 
ulated area, Perry said. 
Luckily, much of the bed 
of Utah's giant lake has a 
crust that makes it tough- 
er for dust to blow. Perry is 
researching how long the 
protective crust will last and 
how dangerous the soil's ar- 
senic might be to people. 
This year is primed to be 
especially bleak. Utah is 
one of the driest states in 
the country, and most of 
its water comes from snow- 
fall. The snowpack was be- 
low normal last winter and 
the soil was dry, meaning 
much of the melted snow 





Associated Press 


that flowed down the 
mountains soaked into the 
ground. 

Most years, the Great Salt 
Lake gains up to 2 feet (half 
a meter) from spring runoff. 
This year, it was just 6 inches 
(15 centimeters), Perry said. 
"We've never had an April 
lake level that was as low 
as If was this year," he said. 
More exposed lakebed 
also means more people 
have ventured onto the 
crust, including off-road 
vehicles that damage it, 
Great Salt Lake coordina- 
tor Laura Vernon said. 

"The more continued 
drought we have, the 
more of the salt crust will 
be weathered and more 
dust will become airborne 
because there's less of that 
orotective crust layer," she 
said. 

The swirling dust also could 
soeed the melting of Utah's 
snow, according fo re- 
search by McKenzie Skiles, 
a snow hydrologist at the 
University of Utah. Her study 
showed that dust from one 
storm made the snow so 
much darker that it melt- 
ed a week earlier than 
expected. While much of 
that dust came from other 
sources, an expansion of 
dry lakebed raises con- 
cerns about changes to 
the state's billon-dollar ski 
Industry. 

"No one wants to ski dirty 
snow, she said. 

While the lake's vast waters 
are too salty for most crea- 
tures except brine shrimp, 
for sailors like Marilyn Ross, 
65, it's a tranquil paradise 
with panoramas of distant 
peaks. 

"You get out on this lake 
and it's better than going 
to a psychiatrist, it's really 
very calming," she said. ) 
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Time - Share Owners 


Do you want to sell your week ? 


Contact HTTA 36 years doing 
honest 

Business , 

* Apprasail Report 

* No listing fees 

* Handle all legal documents 
Call :011-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Suites 

Private Islands 

1 Bedroom WK # 25 

Room # 2547 

1 Bedroom WK # 26 and 27 

# 2520 

Price : WK 25 $ 6K WK 26 and 
27 $5K each , 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Suites 

Private Islands 

1 Bedroom WK # 27 

Room # 2524 

1 Bedroom WK # 30 

Room # 2147 

Price : WK # 27 $ 5K WK # 30 
$6 K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Suites 

Private Islands 

1 Bedroom WK # 29 and 30 
Room # 2508 

1 Bedroom WK # 31 Room # 
2930 

Price : $ 5 K each 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Suites 
Private Islands 

1 Bedroom WK # 31 and 32 
Room # 2111 and 2115 
Price : $ 6 K each 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Eagle Resort 

Eagle Beach 

1 Bedroom Week # 27 and 28 
Room # 2530 , Friday check in 
First year usage 2021 

Price : $9 K both weeks 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 


Costa Linda Beach Resort 
Eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom , 2 Bath 

WK # 29 , 31 and 32 

Room # 4021 Pool / Ocean 
View 

Price : $8500 each 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Ocean and Surf Club 
Gold Season 

1 Bedroom Ocean View $ 6K 

2 Bedroom Ocean View $ 8K 

2 Bedroom GardenView $7K 

2 Bedroom Ocean View $8K 

3 Bedroom Ocean View $13K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Le Vent 

Eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom , 2 Bath 

3 Bedroom , 3 1/2 Bath 

3 Bedroom , 2 Bath 

Fully Furnish, Ground Floor 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Oasis 

Eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom , 2 Bath 

oth floor fully furnished 
Price : $ 650 K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Sunset Residence 
Eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom , 2 Bath 

3rd floor fully furnished 
Price : $ 380 K 

Call : 011-297 -630 -1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Tierra Del Sol 
Colf Course 

3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bath 
Fully Furshed with Garage 
Price :$ 450 K 

4 Bedroom , 3 Bath 

Fully furnished with pool 
Price : $700 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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Violence Against Women 


214287 





fee Time Share Resales + Realty 
: Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 


For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 


www.halleyadventures.com 
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IS MORE 


DUSHI 


aa HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Dakota Tel. 588 7364 
San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 
527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 
Fire Dept. 115 
Red Cross 582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 
i 587 5900 
588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 





facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Preschool show boasts girl power, plus nonbinary bison Fred 


By LYNN ELBER 

AP Television Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — If 
there’s a missing necklace, 
an AWOL baby penguin or 
a herd of on-the-loose cari- 
bou, Ridley Jones is your 
go-to guy. Or make that 
your girl. 

The 6-year-old title charac- 
ter of Netflix’s new animat- 
ed series has the pluck and 
daring of classic screen 
heroes who were routinely 
male, a stubborn trope that 
“Ridley Jones” creator Chris 
Nee is eager to vanquish 
for TV's youngest viewers. 
“Girls have not really gotten 
to be the action-adventure 
leads of shows” aimed at 
oreschoolers, she said. “It 
felt really different to give 
Ridley that journey.” 

Nee counts herself a 
“huge” fan of 1970s and 
‘80s thrill-ride movies in- 
cluding “Goonies,” “Star 
Wars” and “Indiana Jones” 
— with the latter getting a 
tio of the fedora from Rid- 
ley’s own headgear in the 
six-episode series debuting 
July 13; 

lara Nemirovsky voices Rid- 
ley, part of an impressive 
cast that includes Blythe 
Danner, Laraineé Newman, 
Sutton Foster, Jane Lynch 
and Bob Bergen. 

An award-winning maker 
of children’s animated fare, 
Nee’s consistent goal is to 
include an array of char- 
acters. She did if with “Doc 
McStuffins,” about an Afri- 
can American girl whose 





This image released by Netflix shows Ridley Jones, foreground center, in a scene from the 


animated series “Ridley Jones.” 


career dreams inspired its 
viewers, especially Black 
youngsters, to see medi- 
cine as an option, and she 
does it with “Ridley Jones.” 
Ridley is following a fam- 
ily tradition by joining her 
mother and grandmother 
in protecting the museum 
they call home and its pre- 
cious relics, including Egyp- 
tian mummies and animals 
which, after visitors scoot, 
come to comically endear- 
ing and sometimes way- 
ward life. 

Nee is “just really a master 
of storytelling for this audi- 
ence,” said Heather Tilert, 
director of preschool con- 
tent for Netflix. 


There are overt lessons to 
be learned, as when over- 
eager Ridley pushes for 
more responsibility before 
she’s ready to handle it. But 
Nee and her writers don’t 
beat the drum for gender 
equality, allowing Ridley’s 
exploits to make the point. 
An equally nuanced ap- 
proach goes for a friendly, 
hairdo-conscious bison 
named Fred, voiced by 
Ezra Menas. In the first epi- 
sode, Ridley asks Peaches 
the monkey if Fred is “a she 
ora he.” 

“| don't know. They’re just 
a Fred,” replies Peaches. 
“Cool,” says Ridley, and the 
action resumes. 


Associated Press 


Ridley’s query about Fred 
mirrors a real-life conversa- 
tion that was recounted to 
Nee, in which a child was 
discussing a playmate who 
identified as neither male 
or female. To give the char- 
acter authenticity, actor 
Menas is nonbinary, Nee 
said. 

She said she’s determined 
to “push the boundaries of 
representation” by includ- 
ing what is a rare if not un- 
orecedented character in 
a show for preschoolers. 

“In many ways, Fred is play- 
ing out a lot of things that 
| felt as a gay kid growing 
Up in the ‘70s and the ‘80s,” 
she said, when hostility to- 


ward gay men exploded 
during the nascent AIDS 
crisis. Now it’s people in the 
nonbinary and trans world 
being targeted, Nee said. 
“You might be at a mo- 
ment of finding your true 
self, which is a very joy- 
ful thing, at a time when 
you're looking at the news 
and are very aware there 
are factions of the Country 
who really hate you,” she 
sald. 

What would Nee, parent 
to a teenager, say to those 
who might consider the 
show’s viewers too young 
to be faced with questions 
about gender? 

“It’s just actually what's 
happening in the world, 
and we're reflecting it,” she 
said. “Sticking your head 
in the sand isn’t going to 
change that, and it is going 
to mean that we're not be- 
INg as supportive as we can 
be to the kids who are go- 
ing through these things.” 
Netflix executive Tilert said 
the diversity reflected in 
Nee’s work is a key part of 
its value to the streaming 
service, which signed a 
multivear deal with her in 
2018. 

“We have a global mem- 
ber base, and it’s really 
important to us that all of 
our members, especially 
kids and family, can see 
themselves reflected on 
screen and reflected in our 
shows,’ Tilert said. “That’s 
part of how we're going to 
build trust.”) 





By JAKE COYLE 

AP Film Writer 

CANNES, France (AP) — “| 
got one thing to say be- 








Jodie Foster, who will receive an honorary Palme d’Or during 
the opening ceremony, poses for photographers at the 74th 
international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Tuesday, 
July 6, 2021. 
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fore | sit down,” said Spike 
Lee during the Cannes Film 
Festival opening ceremo- 
ny. “| wish | could speak 


With fluent French, Jodie Foster at 


home again in Cannes 


French like Jodie Foster!” 
In the first two days of 
Cannes, one thing every- 
one can agree on is that 
Jodie Foster really soeaks 
terrific French. On Tuesday, 
Foster was awarded an 
honorary Palme d’Or for 
lifetime achievement. The 
award was presented to 
her by Lee and South Kore- 
an director Bong Joon Ho. 
“During this year of transi- 
tion, the cinema has been 
my lifeline,” said Foster. 

If Foster, 58, has seemed at 
home in Cannes, if could 
be because her experi- 
ence at the festival spans 


A5 years. Foster first came 
to Cannes with “Taxi Driv- 
er” in 1976. She was just 13 
at the time, a sunny, freck- 
led face in the middle of a 
media storm over the vio- 
lence in Martin Scorsese's 
film. 

“Taxi Driver’ still won the 
Palme d'Or, even though 
the then-jury president, 
playwright Tennessee Wil- 
liams, condemned the 
film. “Watching violence 
on the screen is a brutal- 
IzZing experience for the 
soectator,” said Williams. 
“Films should not take a 
voluptuous pleasure in 


spilling blood and linger- 
Ing on terrible cruelties as 
though one were at a Ro- 
MmenrelieuUs. 
Black-and-white photos 
from the time capture Fos- 
ter smiling next to Robert 
De Niro and Scorsese. Even 
then, Foster waved. off 
translators and answered 
questions at the film’s press 
conference in French. 
(Foster attended a French 
prep school in Los Ange- 
les and her family lived for 
a time in France. She has 
made films in French and 
done some French dubs, 
herself.) LJ 
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Van Aert claims Ventoux stage, Pogacar keeps yellow jersey 


MALAUCENE, France (AP) 
— Winning the Ventoux 
stage at cycling’s biggest 
race Is arare and celebrat- 
ed feat. 

No wonder a champion like 
Wout Van Aert, with mul- 
tiple titles across the sport’s 
most prestigious events, felt 
like he posted his best vic- 
tory ever after mastering 
the daunting and gruel- 
INg mountain twice in the 
same day at the Tour de 
France on Wednesday. 
Near the site where his fel- 
low Belgian Eddy Merckx 
— a cycling legend with 
five Tour wins — had to be 
given oxygen soon after 
winning the stage to Ven- 
toux back in 1970, Van 
Aert triumphed following 
an unprecedented double 
ascent of the iconic moun- 
tain. 

The lively stage also gave 
a glimmer of hope to the 
rivals of race leader Tade| 
Pogacar that he can be 
taken off his perch, after 
the defending champion 
briefly got dropped on the 
second ascent but erased 
the deficit on the downhill 
to keep his yellow jersey. 
Van Aert was part of a 
breakaway that formed 
in the early stages of the 
nearly 200-kilometers Stage 
11 in southern France. The 
one-day classic specialist 
and multiple cyclo-cross 
world champion made his 
decisive move on the final 
ascent to drop his break- 
away companions, then 
kept his advantage on the 
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Belgium’s Wout Van Aert rides during the ascent of the Mont Ventoux as part of the eleventh stage 
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of the Tour de France cycling race over 198.9 kilometers (123.6 miles) with start in Sorgues and 
finish in Malaucene, France, Wednesday, July 7, 2021. 


descent leading to the 
town of Malaucene. 

“| know I’m not the best 
climber, but when | pick 
my day | know | have my 
chances,” said van Aert. 
“The first time | climbed the 
Ventoux | was 10. If was 
my first big one. | was very 
motivated to try something 
today, this region is really 
famous in Belgium, and it’s 
a mythical Tour climb.” 
Pogacar was fourth, one 
minute and 38 seconds be- 
hind. He did not lose ground 
on his main rivals, even in- 
creasing his overall lead af- 
ter his closest Opponent at 
the start of the stage, Ben 
O'Connor, suffered a hard 


day and dropped to fifth 
overall. 

But for the first time since 
the start of the race, Po- 
gacar showed weaknesses 
when he lost ground to Jo- 
nas Vingegaard near the 
summit. 

“| could not follow all the 
way up, If was just a little bit 
too much,” he said. “It was 
a super-hard, hot day.” 

In the end it was just a scare 
and Pogacar holds a com- 
fortable overall lead of five 
minutes and 18 seconds 
over Rigoberto Uran, with 
Vingegaard in third place, 
5:32 off the pace. 

“| had to stay calm and 
find a new rhythm,” Po- 
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gacar added. “I did not 
panic and that was a good 
thing.” 

At 26, van Aert is a jack of all 
trades. He can sprint, climb 
and time trial, but did not 
fight for the general classi- 
fication, working in support 
of Jumbo-Visma leader Pri- 
moz Roglic. He was given 
more leeway by his team 
after Roglic retired from the 
Tour last week, setting his 
sights on a stage win. 

Van Aert went solo during 
the second ascent of the 
Ventoux, about 11 kilome- 
ters from the summit. As he 
approached the finish line, 
he smiled to TV cameras 
and clenched his fist, then 


raised on his pedals and 
yelled in triumph with his 
arms outstretched. 

It was van Aert’s fourth ca- 
reer stage win at the Tour. 
The Ventoux is part of the 
Tour's lore. It was the site of 
an incredible scene back in 
2016 when four-time cham- 
pion Chris Froome had to 
briefly run toward the sum- 
mit after he damaged his 
bike in a crash. 

An epic contest between 
Lance Armstrong and Mar- 
co Pantani in 2000 also took 
place on the slopes of the 
“Bald Giant,” where British 
rider Tom Simpson died in 
1967 from a combination 
of amphetamines and al- 
cohol. 

The stage got off to a lively 
start as world champion 
Julian Alaphilippe broke 
away with Nairo Quintana, 
but the Colombian climber 
could not follow his pace 
and got dropped. 
Alaphiliopoe was joined by 
Qa group of three riders and 
created a_ three-minute 
lead over the main pack 
across the vineyards and 
rolling landscape of the Lu- 
beron region. Behind the 
quartet, a group of Ccoun- 
ter-attackers chased hard 
in the first big climb of the 
day, the Col de la Liguiére, 
but could not fill the gap. 
In sizzling hot weather, Po- 
gacar rode in the main 
pack with his yellow jersey 
wide open. Others tried to 
cool down with small bags 
of ice cubes applied to 
their necks. L) 





By DAVID BRANDT 

AP Sports Writer 

PHOENIX (AP) — Phoenix 
Suns forward Dario Saric 
has a torn ACL in his right 
knee that he suffered 
during the first quarter of 
Game | of the NBA Finals 
on Tuesday night. 

Saric’s right knee = ap- 
peared to buckle when 
he landed on a jump 
stop while trying to score 
against Milwaukee's Brook 
Lele, 

Shortly afterward, he 
limped off the court and 
into the locker room. 

The team confirmed the 





severity of the injury on 
Wednesday. 

The 6-foot-10 Saric is one 
of the team’s main con- 
tributors off the bench, av- 
eraging 4.8 points and 2.6 
rebounds in about 11 min- 
utes per game. The team 
has relatively thin depth in 
the frontcourt, and turned 
to Torrey Craig and Frank 
Kaminsky to fill most of Sar- 
ic’s minutes in the 118-105 
victory in Game 1. 

Craig has been a regular 
part of the playing rota- 
tion, but Kaminsky hasn't 
seen much time in the 
postseason.) 


A 


Phoenix Suns forward Dario Saric, left, shoots as Los Angeles Clippers forward Marcus Morris 
Sr. defends during the first half in Game 6 of the NBA basketball Western Conference Finals 


Suns forward Saric out with torn ACL in right knee 
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8-time Wimbledon champ Roger Federer unsure if he'll be back 
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By HOWARD FENDRICH 

AP Tennis Writer 
WIMBLEDON, England (AP) 
— Roger Federer has been 
feted by plenty of ovations 
at Wimbledon's Centre 
Court. None quite like this 
one, though. This was not 
a celebration and didn't 
come at the end of the 
match. 

Instead, it delayed the be- 
ginning of what turned out 
to be the last game of his 
quarterfinal loss and _ felt 
more like a "thank you" or — 
just in case — a "goodbye." 
And Federer acknowl- 
edged afterward he isn't 
sure whether he'll be back. 
The eight-time champion 
at the All England Club 
bowed out 6-3, 7-6 (4), 6-0 
against 14th-seeded Hv- 
bert Hurkacz of Poland on 
Wednesday, a surprisingly 
lopsided finish to Federer's 
22nd appearance in the 
tournament. 

Asked whether it also might 
have been his last aqopear- 
ance here, he replied: "I 
don't know. | really don't 
know. I've got to regroup." 
As for whether retirement 
is an immediate possibility, 
he offered this: "No, | hope 
not. ... The goal is to play, of 
COUrSse." 

That likely was on thou- 
sands of minds in the stadi- 
um when Federer stepped 
to the baseline to serve 
while trailing 5-0 in the third 
set: He waited while fans in 
the full-to-capacity stands 
applauded and cheered, 
some rising to their feet. 
Soon enough, it was over, 
only the third shutout set 
ceded by Federer in 429 
career Grand Slam match- 
es; both of the others came 
at the French Open. 

"The last few games, ob- 
viously, you can feel that 
youre not coming back 
from it," said Federer, who 
spoke steadily and did 
not betray any emotion 
in his news conference. 
"I'm not used to that kind 
of situation, obviously, 
very much. Especially not 
here."Hurkacz, a 24-year- 
old from Poland who has 
called Federer his idol, was 
asked whether he could 
have imagined this result. 
“Probably not," he resoona- 
ed. 

And yet, this was not the 
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Poland's Hubert Hurkacz celebrates after defeating Switzerland's Roger Federer during the men's singles quarterfinals match on day 
nine of the Wimbledon Tennis Championships in London, Wednesday, July 7, 2021. 


Federer the world is used 
to watching. He underwent 
two operations on his right 
knee in 2020. He arrived at 
Wimbledon having played 
eight matches this season. 

Factor in that Federer turns 
40 on Aug. 8 and maybe it 
was too much to ask that 
he make his way to the 
closing weekend, even if 
this is a tournament he's 
won more than any other 
man, and even if it's con- 
tested on a surface, grass, 
on which he's best. 

He simply never was able 
to summon the serving and 
shot-making that carried 
him to 20 Grand Slam titles, 
tied with Rafael Nadal for 
the men's record. 

“im actually very happy | 
made it as far as | did here 
and | actually was able to 
play Wimbledon at the lev- 
el that! did after everything 
| went through," said Feder- 
er, who reiterated that he 
has not decided whether 
to go to the Tokyo Olym- 
pics. "Of course | would like 
to play (Wimbledon) again, 
but at my age, you're just 
never sure what's around 
the corner." 

Hurkacz's opponent Friday 
will be No. 7 Matteo Berret- 


tini of Italy, who eliminated 
No. 16 Felix Auger-Aliassime 
of Canada 6-3, 5-7, 7-5, 6-3 
to reach his second major 
semifinal. Hurkacz never 
had made it beyond the 
third round at any Slam. 

IN Friday's semifinal on the 
other half of the draw, No. 1 
seed Novak Djokovic faces 
No. 10 Denis Shapovalov. 
After racing to a 5-0 lead 
at the outset Wednesday, 
Djokovic dropped _ three 
consecutive games to 
A8th-ranked Marton Fucso- 
vics. Wasted five set points 
in the process, too. Soon 
enough, Djokovic righted 
himself, as he usually does, 
and beat Fucsovics 6-3, 6-4, 
6-4 to reach his 10th semifi- 
nal at the All England Club 
and 41st at a Slam. 

That allowed the 34-year- 
old from Serbia to continue 
his pursuit of a sixth cham- 
pionshio at Wimbledon — 
and third in a row — along 
with a 20th major trophy. 
There's this, too: Djokovic 
is 19-0 at majors this sea- 
son as he pursues the first 
calendar-year Grand Slam 
by a man since Rod Laver 
in 1969. Djokovic won the 
Australian Open in Febru- 
ary and the French Open in 


June. "I'm not chasing any- 
body," Djokovic said. "I'm 
making my own path and 
my own journey, my own 
history." Shapovalov edged 
No. 25 Karen Khachanov of 
Russia 6-4, 3-6, 5-7, 6-1, 6-4, 
then looked ahead to fac- 
ing Djokovic. 

| do believe that | have the 
game to beat him," said 
Shapovalov, a 22-year-old 
left-hander from Canada. 
Hurkacz appeared quite 
comfortable on this un- 
familiar stage. He played 
sublimely, with three times 
as many winners, 36, as Un- 
forced errors, 12. 
“Obviously, | was a little bit 
nervous. | mean, playing 
against Roger in a Grand 
Slam quarterfinal, it's a very 
big thing for me," Hurkacz 
said. "But | was trying to stay 
as calm as | could." 
Federer finally seemed to 
make some headway in 
the second set, ahead 3-0. 
"Got to find a way to win it, 
somehow, Federer mused 
afterward. 

But Hurkacz conceded 
nothing. Undaunted by the 
setting, the stakes, the foe 
or the = almost-uniformly- 
for-Federer fans, Hurkacz 
claimed four of the next 
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fives game to pull even at 
4-all, breaking along the 
way with a stinging fore- 
hand return of a 101 mph 
serve that drew a netted a 
backhand. 

In the tiebreaker — pre- 
ceded by loud chants of 
"Let's go, Roger! Let's go!" 
and rhythmic clapping — it 
was more of the same: Hur- 
kacz hitting his spots and 
Federer stumbling. 

"Brutal," Federer said. 

On one foray to the net, he 
lost his footing and missed 
what could have been a 
simple volley. 

The third set went by in a 
blink. When Federer missed 
a forehand wide to close 
things, he packed his bags 
and hustled off toward the 
locker room with a wave 
and a thumbs-up. 

"Now that that's over, 
you've just got to reassess 
everything. You've got to sit 
down, talk about it: What 
went well? What didn't go 
so welle Where is the body? 
Where is the knee? Where 
is the mind?" said Federer, 
who will meet with his two 
coaches and other mem- 
bers of his team. "As you 
can see, it was a struggle 
for me.) 


